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Author Rick Bragg spoke to a standing room only audience in Leone Cole Audi-
torium on May 11, 2009. The event was presented by On the Brink, JSU’s Conference 
on Emerging Southern Writers, in conjunction with the Friends of the Houston Cole 
Library. This was Bragg’s first hometown book event and part of a 12-city promotional 
tour for the paperback release of his most recent novel, The Prince of Frogtown. After a 
reception, Bragg spoke to an audience of 500, reminiscing and also reading from The 
Prince of Frogtown.  At the end of his presentation, Dr. Meehan and Dr. Turner presented 
Bragg with several JSU gifts of appreciation. 
Born in Piedmont, Alabama, Bragg won the Pulitzer Prize for Feature Writing in 1996 
for his work at The New York Times. He is the author of two best-selling memoirs, All Over 
But the Shoutin’ and Ava’s Man, as well as The Prince of Frogtown. These books are filled 
with memorable stories of his childhood and family. All Over But the Shoutin’ focuses 
on his hard-drinking, mean-tempered father and his mother who worked hard to make 
life a little better for her sons. It is the story of the love and suffering that is at the heart 
of every family. In Ava’s Man, he writes about the grandfather who died before he was 
born, and the latest book in this series of memoirs, The Prince of Frogtown, closes the 
circle of family stories as he examines his relationship with his father and his stepson. 
In addition, Bragg has also written two other books: I Am A Soldier, Too: The Jessica Lynch 
Story and Somebody Told Me.  
Bragg has told stories and taught writing at various universities and colleges. He at-
tended Harvard University as a Nieman Fellow from 1992-1993 and retains freshman 
status at JSU. In 1994, Bragg became a domestic correspondent in The New York Times’ Atlanta office. He worked at several newspapers, 
including The Jacksonville News, the Los Angeles Times and the St. Petersburg Times before joining The New York Times. In addition to the Pu-
litzer Prize, he has twice won the American Society of Newspaper Editors Distinguished Writing Award and 31 other national, regional 
and state writing awards. He has had stories included in Best Newspaper Writing 1991, Best of the Press 1988, and two journalism textbooks 
on good writing and foreign reporting. Currently, Bragg lives in Tuscaloosa with his wife and stepson. He works as a writing professor at 
the University of Alabama’s journalism program in its College of Communications and Information Sciences. 
After his presentation, Bragg graciously took time with each person who waited to speak with him. He signed books, yearbooks, looked 
at pictures, and talked with family and friends. The evening did not conclude until he spoke with everyone waiting in the line, which ran 
the length-and-a-half of Leone Cole Auditorium.
If you would like further information on the Friends of Houston Cole Library, please visit the website at: http://www.jsu.edu/library/
friends. Source: information courtesy of the Knopf Speakers Bureau website
On the evening of January 27, 2009, Jack-
sonville resident Gene Howard gave an ad-
dress on Human Rights Change in Alabama: 
1954-1966. The basis for this topic was his 
latest book, Patterson for Alabama: The Life 
and Career of John Patterson. The book fol-
lows the political career of John Patterson and 
his efforts to clean up corruption in Alabama. 
In 1955, after his father, Albert Patterson, 
was murdered, John Patterson was elected 
attorney general and served as governor from 
1959-1963.
Mr. Howard stated that, in addition to 
extensive interviews, his archival research 
included a study of the evidence against 
Albert Patterson’s killers, including the bullet that killed him. Former U.S. 
Congressman and JSU Professor Emeritus Glen Browder, speaking from the 
audience, complimented Mr. Howard on the excellence of the book, stressing 
that it gives an accurate accounting of one of the most tumultuous periods 
in Alabama Civil Rights.
Gene Howard graduated with a BA from The University of Alabama, attended 
graduate school at UAB, and Columbia Seminary.  In 1997, he retired as the 
manager of communications and public relations for Goodyear-Gadsden. He 
is a past and present board member 
of several civic organizations in Cal-
houn County, including the Calhoun 
County Board of Equalization, the 
Jacksonville Exchange Club, and 
the Master Gardeners of Calhoun 
County.
In addition to Patterson for Ala-
bama: The Life and Career of John 
Patterson, Mr. Howard has written 
several other books: Death at Cross 
Plains: An Alabama Reconstruction 
Tragedy; History of Rubber Work-
ers: Gadsden; and Pleasant Gap: 
A Place An Experience. His work 
also includes the PBS docudrama, 
Wayfaring Stranger.
Source: information courtesy of the Saltire, 
Friends of the Library newsletter
Gene Howard
Rick Bragg entertains his audience
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Brown Bag Lunch Programs
Publications and Presentations...
The faculty at Houston Cole Library have had a fruitful few months of publishing and 
presenting. Here are their most recent accomplishments …
Jodi Poe and Sonja McAbee (2007). “Electronic Reserves, Copyright, and CMS Integra-
tion – Six Years Later.” The Journal of Access Services (5:1/2): 251-263. 
Jodi Poe and Sonja McAbee (2009). “Electronic Reserves, Copyright, and CMS Integra-
tion – Six Years Later.” In L. Driscoll and W.B. Mitchell (Eds.) Best Practices in Access Services. 
New York: Routledge.
Jodi Poe (2008). Review of TechEncyclopedia. Reference Reviews (22:.6): 11.
Jodi Poe (2009). Review of Management Accountant’s: Standard Desk Reference, by Jae K. 
Shim. Choice (46:7): 1366.
Kimberly Stevens (2008). Review of “NYPL: Digital Gallery.” Reference
Reviews (22:6): 9-10.
Kimberly Stevens and Bethany Latham (2009). “Giving Voice to the Past: Digitizing Oral 
History at JSU.” Presentation at Alabama Library Association convention, Auburn University, 
Auburn, AL, 8 April 2009.
Bethany Latham (2008). Internet column: Election Resources. Reference Reviews (22:7): 
5-6.
Bethany Latham (2008). Internet column: EBSCOhost 2.0. Reference Reviews (22:8): 
5-6.
Bethany Latham (2008). Review of The Last Queen. Historical Novels Review 46 (No-
vember): 16.
Laurie Charnigo Phillips and Carley Suther Knight (2009). “Popcorn n’ Picture Books: 
Promoting Children’s Books in Academic Libraries.” Presentation at Alabama Library As-
sociation convention, Auburn University, Auburn, AL, 8 April 2009.
Charlcie Pettway Vann (2009). “Library Lunchtime Lecture: Invite, Involve and Inform a 
Community.” Poster session at Alabama Library Association convention, Auburn University, 







In February, Yingqi Tang, a na-
tive of China, was hired as the 
Electronic Resources Manager/
Distance Education Librarian. In 
January, Michael Walker, a native 
of Cottage Grove, Alabama, was 
hired as an Audio-Visual Techni-
cian. He replaces Michael Sanders, 
who transferred to the Division of 
Information Technology.
Bevis Receives 25-Year Service Pin
v
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This year, the Library Instruction Committee, headed by Charlcie Pettway Vann, 
sponsored some exciting Brown Bag Lunch presentations. If you were unfortunate 
enough to miss them, here are some highlights:
In November, Simon Bevis, local organic farmer and founder of Noah Valley 
Farm, came to share his background and involvement with organic farming. After his 
discourse on the importance of eating organic and locally grown foods, we were ready 
to eat our veggies! January brought us speakers David Zeigler and Ron Hindman from 
JSU-McClellan, who spoke on the importance of volunteering and their involvement 
with the Calhoun County Habitat for Humanity. On February 11th, we learned a bit 
about history with JSU alumna Barbara Curry, who spoke about her experiences as 
one of the first African-American students at Jacksonville State University. Ms. Curry 
was a graduate of the class of 1969, with a Bachelor of Science in Education with a 
concentration in vocational home economics. There was also a partnerhip with the 
Wellness Lunches, which brought us programs on creative ideas for earing veggies and 
tips for getting restful sleep, presented in March and April.  
For more information on these Brown Bag Lunches and how you can get involved 
to present or just eat and enjoy, please contact Charlcie Pettway Vann at ext. 8434. We 
hope to see you this Fall!
2009 Martha Cole Award Winner
The 2009 Martha Cole Award was presented to freshman 
student worker Jennifer Hulsey at the library staff meeting on 
April 16, 2009. This award is presented annually to the most 
outstanding student worker at the Library. In years past, the 
award consisted of $100, but this year the prize was $200, 
courtesy of the Friends of the Houston Cole Library. Ms. Hulsey 
is a freshman from Guntersville majoring in business. 
Houston Cole Library was once again 
well-represented at the annual Faculty 
Research Awards program on May 12, 
2009. Librarians receiving Faculty Research 
Awards included John-Bauer Graham, 
Carley Knight, Bethany Latham, Jodi Poe, 
Kimberly Stevens, and Hanrong Wang.
Ms. Laurie Charnigo Phillips, chair of the 
2008-2009 Faculty Senate Honors Commit-
tee, presented the four special awards: the 
Faculty Scholar Lecturer Award, the Cleo 
& Carla Thomas Outstanding Community 
Education and Service Award, the Earlon 
& Betty McWhorter Outstanding Teacher 
Award, and the Ray & Ruth Ringer Faculty 
Award. 
Ms. Phillips was also recognized for be-
ing awarded tenure, effective Fall semester 
2009, and for her promotion to Associate Professor, effective October 2009.
Left to right: McWhorter Award-winner Glaucio Scremin, Laurie Charnigo Phillips, 
and President William A. Meehan
Mary Bevis, Serials and Acquisitions Librarian, received her 25-year service 
pin at the 2009 Faculty Research Awards reception on May 12. Ms. Bevis 
began her career at the Houston Cole Library as Acquisitions Assistant, 
and was appointed Serials Librarian in 1983. She held the Masters in In-
structional Media from JSU when she started her professional position, 
and earned the Ed.S. at the University of Alabama in 1989.  Ms. Bevis 
took on the additional duties of Acquisitions Librarian in the mid-1990s. 






Library to Host Visiting Chinese 
Deputy Directors
Two Chinese directors will be visiting 
the Library in July.  Ms. Xiaowen Wang, 
Deputy Director of Liaoning Provincial 
Library, and Ms. Aiyun Wu, Deputy 
Director of Jilin Provincial Library, will 
be on campus to meet with the Dean of 
Library Services and library faculty to 
exchange ideas about the field of librari-
anship and other academic issues. Their 
visit is part of the “Think Globally, Act 
Globally” U.S.-China Librarian Col-
laboration Program, which is sponsored 
by the Ministry of Culture of China, 
Institute of Museum and Library Ser-
vices, University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign Library, Chinese American 
Librarians Association and the Library 
Society of China.
Effective Fall 2009, the Library will 
be changing its fines and fees:
Overdue fee, per book, per day
After 21 days overdue, the item goes 
into LOST status.
LOST processing fee, per item
Reserve fines and fees will also increase. 
For more information, see Library Cir-
culation personnel.
Professional Service
Faculty Senate — Senior Catalog Librarian Kimberly 
Stevens continued to serve as the Faculty Senate repre-
sentative for the Technical Services Department, while 
Electronic Resources Manager/Distance Education Li-
brarian Yingqi Tang was elected as alternate. Charlcie 
Pettway Vann of the Public Services Department was 
elected to replace outgoing senator Laurie Charnigo 
Phillips. 
State Associations — Jodi Poe was elected as Ala-
bama Library Association President-Elect and Charlcie 
Pettway Vann as the Member-at-Large for Programs 
for the College, University, and Special Libraries Divi-
sion. Ms. Vann is also the Vice-President/President-
Elect of the Alabama Association of College and Re-
search Libraries. Laurie Charnigo Phillips and Paula 
Barnett-Ellis continue to serve as the ALLA Research 
and Publications Committee chairs, respectively.







Dr. Rebecca Turner, Vice-President of Academic and Student 
Affairs, has placed several items of interest on reserve. These 
items include:
Departments That Work: Building and Sustaining Cultures of 
Excellence in Academic Programs by Jon F. Wergin
Educating for Democracy: Preparing Undergraduates for Respon-
sible Political Engagement by Anne Colby
Faculty Misconduct in Collegiate Teaching by John M. Braxton 
and Alan E. Bayer
Leadership as Service: A New Model for Higher Education in a 
New Century by Kent A. Farnsworth
Top 100 Women of the Bible: Who They Are and What They Mean 
to You Today by Pamela McQuade.
Women and the Leadership Q: The Breakthrough System for Achiev-
ing Power and Influence by Shoya Zichy.
These items and more can be found through the Library’s 
reserve system. From the Library’s home page, click on the 
“Course Reserves” link in the left-hand navigation and then 
select Dr. Turner from the drop-down list of instructors. Some 
of the reserve items are available electronically through the 
Library’s catalog. Those that are not can be accessed through 
the Reserves Desk located in the lobby of the Library.
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